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Capital Punishment in the United States


Winter Quarter 2008

Professor:  

Ruth D. Peterson

Office:     

375C Bricker Hall

Phone:      

688-4930 or 247-6379

Hours: 


11:30-12:30pm T&R, or by appointment

Class Web Page:
http://carmen.osu.edu

This course will examine the role of capital punishment in the contemporary United States.  The specific objectives are to:  (1) familiarize students with contemporary theoretical, substantive, and empirical issues regarding the administration of capital punishment in society; (2) assist students in developing an appreciation of the complexity of the various issues surrounding capital punishment; (3) demonstrate the role that empirical research plays in informing the death penalty debate; and (4) enhance students' analytical abilities, and understanding of the research process.

Class discussion and the assigned readings will introduce students to the theories, substantive issues, controversies and types of research on various capital punishment issues.  Written assignments are intended to enhance students’ analytical abilities and understanding of capital punishment and the research process.

Disability Services

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the

Office for Disability Services will be appropriately

accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as

possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is

located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone

292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:   

1.
Class Participation.  Overviews of issues and focus on the background and context for particular topics may be provided in lecture style.  However, the class will be conducted mainly as a seminar based upon class discussion of course materials. Therefore, participation in class discussions and activities is a course requirement. Class participation includes: attending class, asking questions, providing answers, entering into discussions, and where appropriate, challenging statements made in the readings and by others, including the instructor.  Thus, regular attendance, careful and thorough preparation for class, and informed discussion of assigned readings are required.  In addition, as a part of your class participation, you must write a Letter of Introduction of yourself that you will share with class members on Tuesday, January 8, 2006 (see handout for details).  The quality of your class participation will constitute 5% of your final grade.

2.
Analytical Summaries.  To stimulate critical thinking about the readings, facilitate class discussion, and to give you practice in summarizing and assessing the contributions of articles and the meaning of court cases, you are expected to provide written and oral analytical summaries for two (2) of the assigned readings.  These essays should be approximately two (2) double-spaced pages in length. The quality of each summary will count as 5% of your course grade.  (See handout describing this assignment in greater detail.)

3.
Short Papers on Assigned Books.   You are expected to write two short papers (approximately 5 pages) indicating what you have learned from reading two of the assigned books for class:  Helen Prejean’s Dead Man Walking and Scott Turow's Ultimate Punishment .  The quality of each of these papers will constitute 15% of your course grade.  (See handouts for details.)

4.
"News Release" and Presentation.  To provide you with the opportunity to relate academic materials to an actual capital punishment context, you are expected to work with at least one other student to develop a news release on an aspect of capital punishment in Ohio as it relates to the social aspects of capital punishment covered in the readings and class discussion.  The quality of your news release will count as 20% of your course grade.  (See handout describing this assignment in greater detail.)  

5.
Comprehensive Final Exam.  There will be one examination covering course materials, including reading assignments, lectures, videos, and anything introduced in class.  This exam will count as 30% of the final course grade.

GRADING SUMMARY
Class Participation (includes letter of introduction)
10%

Analytical Summaries




10% (5% each) 

Dead Man Walking Paper



15%

Ultimate Punishment Paper



15%

News Release and Presentation



20%

Final Exam                  




30%

GENERAL CLASS RULES AND INFORMATION!!!

1.
Please keep a copy of any written assignment that you submit to me in case it becomes necessary to produce a copy on short notice.  

2. 
The exam, analytical summaries, short papers, news release, and class participation are course requirements.  Failure to complete the summaries, short papers, news release, or to take the exam will result in a grade of zero (0) on the assignment/exam.  Failure to attend class regularly or to make a meaningful contribution to class discussion may result in a zero (0) grade for class participation.

3.
Only under the most unusual circumstances, and with my approval (prior approval is expected), will late assignments be accepted.  Depending upon the circumstances, points may be deducted from assignments completed after the dates due.

4.
All exams and papers will be discarded at the end of Spring Quarter 2008.  If you believe that your course grade has been affected by a grading error, you must contact me before this time.  

UNIVERSITY RULES AND INFORMATION!!!

1.
Academic Misconduct: It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term "academic misconduct" includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct. 

2.
Unpaid Fees: Faculty rules specify that students are to have their fees paid by the first day of enrollment for the quarter. [Faculty Rule 3335-9-12].  If you have not paid your fees, you will not be allowed to continue attending class until:

a. 
your fees are paid, OR 

b.
you have met with a Sociology Advisor and a Financial Aid Counselor and are working to get your fees paid. 

TENTATIVE DATES
Letter of Introduction:
Tuesday, January 8, at class time

Analytical Summaries:
Analytical summaries are due at the beginning of class on the day that the respective assigned readings are to be discussed.  No exceptions.
Dead Man Walking Paper:
Thursday, January 24, at class time

Ultimate Punishment Paper:
Tuesday, February 26, at class time

News Release Reports: 
Tuesday and Thursday, March 4 and March 6 during class

News Releases Due

Thursday, March 6, at class time

Comprehensive Exam:
Monday, March 10, 9:30-11:18am


READING ASSIGNMENTS
Three books are assigned for the course:

Acker, James R., Robert M. Bohm, and Charles S. Lanier.  2003.  America's Experiment with Capital Punishment:  Reflections on the Past Present, and Future of the Ultimate Penal Sanction.  Durham, NC:  Carolina Academic Press.

Prejean, Helen, C.S.J. 1993.  Dead Man Walking: An Eyewitness Account of the Death Penalty in the United States.  New York: Random House.

Turow, Scott.   2003.   Ultimate Punishment:  A Lawyer's Reflections on Dealing with the Death Penalty.  New York:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

In addition, you are responsible for three  (3) readings that are available on the class web page: http://carmen.osu.edu.  The full reference for all items, along with the dates for discussion are given below.  Please note that occasionally an additional reading may be assigned.  The dates are tentative; we may proceed somewhat faster or slower.

Date 
Topic, Readings, Assignments
1/3
INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE
1/8
PRESENTATION OF LETTERS OF INTRODUCTION

THE SOCIAL CONTEXT OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

1/8 
U. S. Capital Punishment in Historical and Comparative Perspective
Bonczar, Thomas P. and Tracy L. Snell.  2006.  Capital Punishment--2005.  U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics:  Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office.  (Available on class webpage as Capital Punishment, 2005); original source: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/abstract/cp05.htm.
Streib, Victor L.  2006.  "Death Penalty for Female Offenders, January 1, 1973, Through June 30, 2007."  Ohio Northern University:  Ada, OH. (Available on class webpage as Women and the Death Penalty);  original source, http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org/FemDeathJune2007.pdf.
1/10 
Historical and Comparative Perspectives continued
  

*Wilson, Richard J.  2003.  "The Influence of International Law and Practice on the Death Penalty."  Ch. 5 in Acker et al.'s America's Experiment with Capital Punishment.

1/15
U. S. CAPITAL PUNISHMENT LAW
*Steiker, Carol S. and Jordan M. Steiker.  2003.  "Judicial Developments in Capital Punishment Law."  Ch. 2 in Acker et al.'s America's Experiment with Capital Punishment.

1/17
Capital Punishment Law continued

*Acker, James R. and Charles S. Lanier.  2003.  "Beyond Human Ability?  The Rise and Fall of Death Penalty Legislation."  Ch. 3 in Acker et al.'s America's Experiment with Capital Punishment.

1/22
REFLECTIONS ON THE ROLE OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT IN SOCIETY
Guest Speaker:  Dr. Reginald Wilkinson, President and CEO of Ohio College Access Network, and  former Directors of the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction

Date 
Topic, Readings, Assignments


1/24
FACING DEATH:  THE CONDEMNED, THEIR FAMILIES, AND SOCIETY
Prejean, Helen, C.S.J. 1993.  Dead Man Walking: An Eyewitness Account of the Death Penalty in the United States.  New York: Random House.


DEAD MAN WALKING  PAPERS DUE 
1/29 
THE DEATH PENALTY IN OHIO

Petro, Jim. “2006 Capital Crimes Annual Report:  State and Federal Cases.”  Pages 1-47.  (Available on class webpage as Ohio Attorney Generals Report); original source: http://www.ag.state.oh.us/le/prosecuting/pubs/ann_rpt_capital_crimes2006.pdf.

Guest Speakers:  TBA

1/31
PUBLIC OPINION AND THE DEATH PENALTY
*Bohm, Robert M., "American Death Penalty Opinion: Past, Present, and Future."  Ch. 1 in Acker et al.'s America's Experiment with Capital Punishment.

THEORIES OF PUNISHMENT AND THE DEATH PENALTY
2/5
Deterrence/Brutalization
*Peterson, Ruth D. and William C. Bailey.  2003.  "Is Capital Punishment an Effective Deterrent for Murder?  An Examination of Social Science Research." Ch. 8 in Acker et al.'s America's Experiment with Capital Punishment.
2/7
Incapacitation and Retribution
*Sorensen, Jon and James Marquart.  2003.  "Future Dangerousness and Incapacitation."  Ch. 9 in Acker et al.'s America's Experiment with Capital Punishment.

*van den Haag, Ernest.  2003.  "Justice, Deterrence and the Death Penalty."  Ch. 7 in Acker et al.'s America's Experiment with Capital Punishment.
ISSUES OF TRIAL PROCESS, ARBITRARINESS, DISCRIMINATION, FAIRNESS
2/12 
The Trial Process and the Role of Juries

*Bowers, William J., Benjamin D. Fleruy-Steiner, and Michael E. Antonio.  2003. "The Capital Sentencing Decision:  Guided Discretion, Reasoned Moral Judgment, or Legal Fiction."  Ch. 14 in Acker et al.'s America's Experiment with Capital Punishment.

Date 
Topic, Readings, Assignments


2/14
The Appellate Process

Guest Speaker:  Attorney Melissa Callais, Ohio Office of the Public Defender, Death Penalty Division
2/19
Racial Discrimination

*Baldus, David C. and George Woodworth.  2003.  "Race Discrimination and the Death Penalty:  An Empirical and Legal Overview."  Ch. 16 in Acker et al.'s America's Experiment with Capital Punishment.

2/21
Racial Discrimination continued

Guest Speaker:  Dr. Rudolph Alexander, Professor of Social Work, Ohio State University (Time and Place TBA)
Mistakes in Applying the Death Penalty
2/26
Turow, Scott.   2003.   Ultimate Punishment : A Lawyer's Reflections on Dealing with the Death Penalty.  New York:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

ULTIMATE PUNISHMENT  PAPERS DUE

2/28

Mistakes continued

*Radelet, Michael L. and Hugo Adam Bedau.  2003.  "The Execution of the Innocent." Ch. 11  in Acker et al.'s America's Experiment with Capital Punishment.

3/4 
REPORTS ON NEWS RELEASE PROJECTS
3/6
Reports on News Release Projects continued
NEWS RELEASE PROJECTS DUE

3/10
EXAM 9:30am





